SALEM EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
4873 Cleveland Road Wooster, Ohio 44691

Building Faith by Praying for God’s Guidance, Hearing God’s Word,
Sharing God’s Grace, Serving God’s Children

MINISTERS: The People of Salem
330-845-6727
slcmain@gmail.com
6™ Sunday of Easter
May 10, 2026



In Our Prayers: Margarite Wise, Nancy Wise, Catrina Dotson, Sue
& Tom Kenney, Mark Ewing, Lea Ewing, Diane Cook, Kyle Richards,
Benjamin Richards, Betty Snyder, Grady Cronick, Lois Phillips,
Debra Sears, Alyssa Parish, Willy Zamora, Kathy Bond, Barbara
Fedor, Mike Fiser Jr., Regina Carson, Sheril Buchwalter, Chet
Molzen, Tari Lowe, Patty Stuart, Bill Buchwalter, Mike Ringgenberg,
Amanda Herbert, Monica Crawford, Sue Haumesser Miller, Family
of Marvin Hartman, Family of Jean Shoup, Family of Jeanne Lifer,

family of Sue Cook.

Welcome Visitors! Your presence 1s a blessing to us. Please pick up
an information brochure, complete the visitor card and place it in the
offering plate.

Parents with small children: We welcome you and your children to
worship this morning. There are activity bags in the Narthex. The
nursery 1s available (with speaker system) should you have need of it.

Holy Communion is offered the first Sunday of each month; we
practice open table fellowship: All baptized Christians who share our
belief that Jesus Christ is truly present with his body and blood along
with the bread and wine, are invited to participate. Register using
the card in the back of the pews.

P: Pastor A: Assisting minister C: Congregation L: Lector
Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to abide
with his disciples of  every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that
the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism
and pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform us to
be the body of the risen Christ in the world.

Prelude

Bell

Call to Worship

Pastoral Greeting & Parish Time



GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to
come. You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the
waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.
We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may
be named). Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on
our journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and
resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of
peace. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and
for making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels,
giving you honor and praise, now and forever.

Amen.



WE PRAISE GOD

Gathering Hymn Come, Thou Almighty King  Red Hymnal #408
Greeting

A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

Ryrie Page 147
Canticle of Praise Glory to God Red Hymnal Page 148
Prayer of the Day

A: Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in
heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive the
prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the
Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
Please be seated.
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Reading Acts 17:22-31

22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, | see how
extremely spiritual you are in every way. 23 For as | went through the
city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, | found
among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.” What
therefore you worship as unknown, this | proclaim to you. ?* The God
who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven
and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, ?° nor is he



served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he
himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one
ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he
allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places
where they would live, 2’ so that they would search for God and
perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though indeed he is not
far from each one of us. 28 For ‘In him we live and move and have our
being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we, too, are
his offspring.’ 2° “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think
that the deity is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the
art and imagination of mortals. 3° While God has overlooked the times
of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to
repent, 3! because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world
judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this

he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”
L: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 66:8-20
¢ Bless our | God, you peoples;
let the sound of | praise be heard.

> Our God has kept us a- | mong the living
and has not allowed our ! feet to slip. R

9 For you, O God, have ! tested us;
you have tried us just as sil- | ver is tried.

"1 You brought us in- | to the net;
you laid heavy burdens up- | on our backs.

2You let people ride over our heads; we went through ! fire
and water,
but you brought us out into a place ! of refreshment.

21 will enter your house | with burnt offerings
and will pay | you my vows—

“those that | promised ! with my lips
and spoke with my mouth when | I was in trouble.

151 will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with
the | smoke of rams;
| will give you ox- | en and goats. R

16 Come and listen, all you | who believe,
and | will tell you what God has | done for me.

71 called out to God ! with my mouth,
and praised the Lord | with my tongue.



A:  '®If I had cherished evil | in my heart,
the Lord would | not have heard me;

C:  “butin truth | God has heard me
and has attended to the sound | of my prayer.

A: ?Blessed be God, who has not reject- | ed my pravyer,
nor withheld unfailing | love from me. R

Second Reading 1 Peter 3:13-22
13Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 4 But
even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not
fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, '°> but in your hearts
sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to
anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in
you, ®yet do it with gentleness and respect. Maintain a good
conscience so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for
your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. '’ For it is better to
suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer
for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the
righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put
to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, °in which also he
went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 2° who in former
times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah,
during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight lives, were
saved through water. 2! And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves
you—not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God
for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who
has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels,

authorities, and powers made subject to him.
L: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation Alleluia Red Hymnal Page 151
Please stand.

P:  The Holy Gospel according to John, the fourteenth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel John 14:15-21

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1* “If you love me, you will keep my
commandments. ® And | will ask the Father, and he will give you
another Advocate, to be with you forever. 1’ This is the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor
knows him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will be
in you.

18 “ will not leave you orphaned; | am coming to you. *°In a little
while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because |
live, you also will live. 2° On that day you will know that | am in my
Father, and you in me, and | in you. 2! They who have my
commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those
who love me will be loved by my Father, and | will love them and
reveal myself to them.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Tim Barrage
Please stand.
Hymn of the Day Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice  Red Hymnal #594

Apostles’ Creed

P:  Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith
using the Apostles’ Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.



He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church
A: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and
redeem our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all
creation.

A brief silence.

C #752 Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying

(Red Hymnal. Response is sung, led by organ)

Prayers continue... As we lift up our prayers,

C #752 Llord, Listen to Your Children Praying

(Red Hymnal. Response is sung, led by organ)

Prayers continue... As we lift up our prayers,

#752 Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying

(Red Hymnal. Response is sung, led by organ)

A: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to
proclaim the good news of new life to all the world, through
Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

C: Amen.
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Peace
A: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
WE OFFER GOD OUR GIFTS

Offering of Gifts

Offertory Amanda Herbert & Tim Mann
Please stand.

Offering Song Create in Me a Clean Heart Red Hymnal #186

Offering prayer

P: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you
glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the
body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us
and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,

C: Amen

Thanksgiving for the Word
Canticle of Thanksgiving Red Hymnal page 219
P:  Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you
made all things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth
beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your
Word of life, O God,

C: we give you thanks and praise.

P: By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your
wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert
journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with
you. For your Word of life, O God,

C: we give you thanks and praise.

P:  Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and
call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to
10



those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love.
For your Word of lite, O God,

C: we give you thanks and praise.

P:  Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within

us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love,
for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O
God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.

C: Amen.

Lord's Prayer

P:  Remember us in your kingdom, O Lord, and teach us to pray.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

WE ARE BLESSED AND SENT FORTH
TO SERVE GOD’S CHILDREN

Please stand.
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Blessing

P:  God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus
Christ, the firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our

advocate and peace, *I* bless you now and forever.

C: Amen.

Sending Hymn  We Know that Christ is Raised Red Hymnal #449

A: Goin peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude Tim Mann
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Liturgical elements and prayers are drawn from:
Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20591. New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
Al right reserved. Hymns licensed under One License #4-713299 and CCLI License #11271355. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts,
admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission
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THIS WEEK AT SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

Sunday, May 10
6™ Sunday of Easter
9:00 a.m. Bible Study (Facebook Live Stream)
10:00 a.m. Worship (Facebook Live Stream)
11:00 a.m. Fellowship
2:30 p.m. Brookdale Worship
5:00 p.m. YouTube Livestream Replay

Monday, May 11
6:00 p.m. NFL. Monday Night! Free Community Meal
7:00 p.m. and Chosen Bible Study

Friday, May 15
7:00 p.m. Cover to Cover Bible Study (via ZOOM)

NEXT WEEK AT SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

Sunday May 17
7" Sunday of Easter
9:00 a.m. Bible Study (Facebook Live Stream)
10:00 a.m. Worship (Facebook Live Stream)
11:00 a.m. Fellowship
5:00 p.m. YouTube Livestream Replay

Monday, May 18
6:00 p.m. NFL. Monday Night! Free Community Meal
7:00 p.m. and Chosen Bible Study

Friday, May 22
7:00 p.m. Cover to Cover Bible Study (via ZOOM)
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Pastoral Concerns — Tim Barrage 1s available to the members of
Salem 1n times of Pastoral concerns or emergencles. He can be
reached at 330-465-5763.

Nursing Home Worship:
TODAY 2:30 p.m. Brookdale Senior Living, Wooster. Services are
held on the second Sunday of the month.

May 24 2:00 p.m. Avenue at Wooster Care and Rehabilitation Center.
Services are held on the fourth Sunday of the month.

It you would be willing to help with these services, please contact
Barbara Buchwalter @ 330-317-7906.

Women of Faith has a Facebook group called “Women of Salem.” It
anyone 1s Interested in meeting for brunch at Buehler’s Towne
Market at 10:00 am on the first Wednesday ot the month, please let
us know. http://www.facebook.com/WomenOfSalem

ELCA World Hunger - All loose change in the offering plate will go

toward this special social ministry project.

Worship Lay Assistants Needed: Consider being a part of this
ministry. If you have never performed any ot these duties before, we
will be happy to show you the ropes. If you have a beautiful voice or
are musically inclined, please let us know.

NFL Monday Night Free Community Meal: 6:00 p.m. Come for a
hot meal, stay for a bible study. This meal is open to any all who

hunger.
15


http://www.facebook.com/WomenOfSalem

200" Anniversary Celebration Steering Committee Formed:
Planning has begun, history being reviewed, invite lists being put
together, activities being planned, dignitaries being contacted,
programming and activities being created. We need your
involvement and participation in this massive endeavor. Your ideas,
your expertise, your funding, your presence. 2027 will be here before
we realize and this is the year, 200 years ago that Salem Lutheran
Church first held services as a congregation. Join us as we celebrate
this amazing accomplishment!

The Chosen — Monday nights*: Monday evenings 7:00 p.m.. We
continue to show a new episode of “T’he Chosen” series. Join us as
we watch the series together and discuss the episodes in detail.
*Invite friends or neighbors to one of our special events with the
provided post card invites. Fill out their name, add a personal note,
and drop in the mail. We can mail it if you drop them in the offering
plate.
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